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Ocean glider observations analysed by Ruan and 
colleagues show that turbulence driven by seafloor 

topography may be important for mixing of 
Antarctic ocean currents.

Updated model
Deep currents interact with 
seafloor topography and 
become turbulent, inducing
mixing at depth.   Autonomous ocean glider

        measurements of ocean
temperature, salinity, oxygen 
content and so on.   

Classic model
Deep currents flow smoothly 
upward along constant 
density surfaces (isopycnals), 
where they then mix near the 
surface.    
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